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ment of an otherwise secular organisation. The
main problem, in fact, for the political theorist is
still that which lies at the root of medieval con-
flict. What is the definition of sovereignty? Shall
the nature and personality of those groups of
which the State is so formidably one be regarded
as in its gift to define? Can the State tolerate
alongside itself churches which avow themselves
societates perfectae, claiming exemption from its
jurisdiction even when, as often enough, they
traverse the field over which it ploughs? Is the
State but one of many, or are those many but parts
of itself, the One?
There has been no final answer to these ques-
tions; it is possible that there is no final answer.
Yet the study of the problems they raise gives
birth to certain thoughts which mould in vital
fashion our theory of the State. They are old
enough thoughts, have, indeed, not seldom been
deemed dead and past praying for; yet, so one may
urge, they speak with living tongues. At certain
great crises in the history of the nineteenth century
they have thundered with all the proud vigour of
youth. A student of modern ultramontanism will
not fail to find its basis in the stirring phrases of
an eleventh century Pope; just as he will find set
out the opposition to it in the stern words of a
fifteenth century Chancellor of Paris University.
Strikingly medieval, too, is the political theory no
less of the Oxford Movement than of that Kultur-
kampf which sent a German prince a second time